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INTRODUCTION. 


TPXUE Discipline of our Church contemplates the use of two Registers, and defines the manner 

in which they shall be kept. It is provided that every Society shall have a permanent Regis- 

ter, in which the Secretary of the Church Conference “shall enter in chronological order the full 

names of all who shall join the Chureh, with the time and manner of the reception of each, and 

also shall malo a permanent record of all baptisms and marriages within the congregation.” It. 
is also provided and expected that “a Church Register shall belong to each pastoral charge, and 

that it shall be faithfully kept.” These Registers may be in the same general form, differing only 

in size—the smaller being designed for small stations and for separate Societies in a charge, and 

the larger one for stations with a large membership, or for an entire circuit or mission. Both are 

intended to be permanent, and to contain not only the list of living members, but of all who have 

joined the Church, with the date of adinission and of their disposal or death. A Register, there- 

fore, should be large cnough to last a ecneration, and should never be revised or rewritten until 

the book is exhausted. In this respect many of our Registers have not been properly kept. The 

custom in most places has been to rewrite the list of living members every year or two, and omit 

entirely the names of all who have died, removed, or in any manner ceased to be members. The 

old Regis!ers have been thrown away, and as a consequence there is no proof by record of the fact- 
or date of the admission of thousands of our members. 

The Kegister here presented may not contain every feature which some excellent pastors would 
prefer, but in practical use will be found to embrace every thing absolutely necessary. In this sim- 
ple form it has the advantage of being easily understood; and it can be furnished about as cheap 
as a common blank-book of the same size and binding. The first form in the book is a Register 
of Pastors, and needs no explanation, The second form is a Register of Members, so ruled as to 
allow space opposite each name for recording the date of admission, the manner of admission, as 
by certificate or profession, the name of the pastor by whom the member was received, and the 
date of the death or disposal of the member. This form should be numbered on the left-hand 
margin, beginning with one and continuing consecutively, so that the last number will show the 
number of persons who have ever been connected with the charge. The next form is a Death or 
Disposal Register, which will be easily understood. It should also be numbered from one consec- 
utively, so that the last number, subtracted from the last number of the Register of Members, will 
always show the number of living members in the Charge, or Society. The blanks for registering 
Baptisms and Marriages are intended to be used only when our ministers officiate, or the parties 
are members of our Church or congregation. In case of the baptism of children, the names of 
parents or sponsors should be inserted. — 

This form of Church Register has been approved by,the Agent and Book Editor, and the copy- 
right belongs to the Publishing ILouse. It has beeu arranged with the earnest desire that it may 
"prove convenient and useful to the Church. 
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